
Fr. Gerard’s column 1/29/23 

God chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise, and God chose the weak of the world to shame the strong, and 
God chose the lowly and despised of the world, those who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who are 
something, so that no human being might boast before God, whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord. 

The scripture citation above is taken once again from the 1st letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, our second reading 
and the basis for my reflections on St. Paul's letter with insights from Rejoice and Be Glad, Pope Francis' exhortation 
on everyday holiness.  

This week's verses from St. Paul focus on the virtue of humility. The faithful of the church are admonished to live in a 
way that imitates Jesus and those he chose as apostles and disciples. The believer is asked to consider why he or she 
has been called, not for their own aggrandizement but to "boast in the Lord." Furthermore, those who are called by the 
Lord, through their humility, are tasked with bringing low those whom society exults so that in their newfound 
weakness, they may appreciate their need for salvation.  

In that regard, Pope Francis states the following:  

“The lack of a heartfelt and prayerful acknowledgment of our limitations prevents grace from working more 
effectively within us, for no room is left for bringing about the potential good that is part of a sincere and genuine 
journey of growth...  

Unless we can acknowledge our concrete and limited situation, we will not be able to see the real and possible 
steps that the Lord demands of us at every moment, once we are attracted and empowered by his gift. Grace acts in 
history; ordinarily, it takes hold of us and transforms us progressively. If we reject this historical and progressive 
reality, we can actually refuse and block grace, even as we extol it by our words.” [RG50]  

In a summary point on this issue, Pope Francis explains that by the grace of humility, God's place in our lives is 
reoriented:  

So often we say that God dwells in us, but it is better to say that we dwell in him, that he enables us to dwell in his 
light and love. He is our temple; we ask to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of our life (cf. Ps 27:4). ‘For 
one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere’ (Ps 84:10). In him is our holiness.”  [RG 51]  

So often, humility and humbleness are regarded as a weak characteristic. However, both St. Paul and Pope Francis 

teach us that, in the pursuit of humbleness and by the grace of humility, we find a strength that comes only through the 

virtue of holiness. Seek holiness this week through the pursuit of humility and acknowledge the holiness that others 

manifest in their acts of humility. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK - Catholic education is an essential mission of our parish. That mission is fulfilled through 

the leadership of St. Rose of Lima Principal, Mr. Brian Jensen, and the dedicated efforts of teachers, staff, and 

parents. The mission is made possible, however, because of the shared commitment that all of us have to the 

formation of our children. I am very proud of not only the success our parish has had in the work of Catholic 

education, but in the success of our children who thrive because of the care and attention that this parish has given 

to Catholic schools and education in faith. Each and every member of our parish contributes to the mission of our 

school through your financial and prayerful support. 

Our school is also blessed to have the support of other parish ministries dedicated to the formation of our youth. The 

leadership of our Faith Formation Administrator, Mrs. Grace Rozea, and the Coordinator of our evangelization 

programs for youth, Mr. Tom Griffin, support our school with their knowledge and commitment. Our extensive CYO 

program, Family Mass Committee, Music Ministry, Altar Servers and Parish Social Ministry all supplement what our 

children learn in the classroom. 

The Covid-19 pandemic as well as economic uncertainty created many challenges for Catholic Schools, but I am proud 

to see how ours and other Catholic Schools have met and overcome these challenges. I invite you to visit our school 

today and throughout the week by scheduling a tour. 

Peace,   

 


