
Fr. Gerard’s column 5/22/22 

“Everyone must consider his every neighbor without exception as another self, taking into account first of all his life and the 
means necessary to living it with dignity.” [GS 27] 

The quotation above comes from the Second Vatican Council’s Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World, GAUDIUM ET SPES (Joy and Hope).  Promulgated in 1965, it is one of the four constitutions of the 
council, and its audience is not limited to the Catholic Church but is addressed to the entire world. At the time 
there was a concern that the church was seen as irrelevant due to its perceived ignorance of or lack of concern 
for the problems that the modern world was facing. Nearly sixty years later, while some may still offer a 
critique of the church’s ignorance or lack of concern, there are a multitude of examples and teachings over the 
last half century that would easily refute that position.  What may be of greater concern today is a world that 
seeks to banish religious values from the public square. Whereas at one time society may have been asking, 
“where is the church,” there is now a very strong ethos that says the church has no place in public discourse 
or activism.  In the same vein there are those who profess Catholic and Christian faith who oppose all or some 
of the church’s consistent advocacy for life and human dignity. 

In the same paragraph as the earlier quote, Gaudium et spes, goes on to say:  

Furthermore, whatever is opposed to life itself, such as any type of murder, genocide, abortion, 
euthanasia or willful self-destruction, whatever violates the integrity of the human person, 
such as mutilation, torments inflicted on body or mind, attempts to coerce the will itself; 
whatever insults human dignity, such as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary imprisonment, 
deportation, slavery, prostitution, the selling of women and children; as well as disgraceful 
working conditions, where men are treated as mere tools for profit, rather than as free and 
responsible persons; all these things and others of their like are infamies indeed. They poison 
human society, but they do more harm to those who practice them than those who suffer from 
the injury. 

It is through the lens of this teaching that we must examine present circumstances and discern where we are 
called to conversion and action. I invite you to reflect on current situations through the perspective of Gospel 
values and the Christian mandate and challenge yourself with these questions.  

• Does advocacy for the unborn end at making abortion illegal or does it require a continuum of 
protection which seeks to provide adequate shelter, health care and education.  

• Does the commitment to the preservation of life include a willingness to curtail access to weapons?  
• Do we understand attentiveness to mental health as constitutive to personal and public safety? 
• Do we seek to understand those whose lives are impacted by racism, bigotry and violence? 

In its closing paragraphs, Gaudium et spes makes this timeless statement about our mission: 

Such a mission requires in the first place that we foster within the Church herself mutual 
esteem, reverence, and harmony, through the full recognition of lawful diversity. Thus, all those 
who compose the one People of God, both pastors and the general faithful, can engage in 
dialogue with ever abounding fruitfulness. For the bonds which unite the faithful are mightier 
than anything dividing them. Hence, let there be unity in what is necessary; freedom in what is 
unsettled, and charity in any case. 

We are truly living in difficult times, but we are not without hope. While we may feel helpless in the face of the 
trials of our day, we find solidarity with the Lord and unity with his saving cross whenever we celebrate the 
Holy Eucharist. Last week while waiting to begin mass, I overheard a comment which noted that every year 
after Easter, mass attendance falls off. I could not help but think of how incongruous to Easter faith this is. In 
the celebration of Easter, we find the truth that death in all its forms has no power over us. When we disconnect 
ourselves from our Sunday obligation to participate in Holy Mass, we are cutting ourselves off from that which 
keeps us "alive" here on earth, and from Jesus Christ who alone has the power to transform this world.  

Christ and his church belong in the world. Because Jesus Christ and his mission cannot be separated from the 
joys and the hopes, the griefs, and the anxieties of this age we must not separate ourselves from him. If you are 
reading these words via the bulletin, or other electronic means, and have found that your fidelity to Sunday 
Mass has waned since Easter, and at the same time you feel helplessly burdened by our times, you need to 
meet him here at Sunday mass and bring that presence into a world and to a people who are so painfully 
separated from Him.  

Peace, 


